
By Kevin Wilson
of the Daily Times staff
History tours can be enlight-

ening and educational, but they
usually don’t come with a great
soundtrack like this one.

The Neverly Brothers, an
authentic music interpretation of
mid-1950s and 1960s tunes from
the Everly Brothers to early
Beatles and the Kinks, will per-
form at Riverfest on Thursday,
Aug. 11, from 6 to 8 p.m.

This three-piece band features
three-part harmo-
ny vocals, along
with uniform
dress and instru-
mentation of the
early originals,
including standup
drums with brush-
es, acoustic bass
and hollow box
guitar.

Chicago based,
this act plays
many casinos and
performing arts
venues in the
Midwest along
with tours to the West Coast and
intermountain area.

Kevin Giragosian, Kegham
Giragosian and Craig Gigstad —
all veterans of the Chicago live
music scene for over 20 years —
formed this group in 2003 and
have steadily built their brand of
history fans can groove to.

“I started the band eight years
ago,” said front man Kevin
Giragosian. “It was originally
four pieces, then became a trio
five years ago. The whole idea
didn’t start out exactly as the
same concept, as focused as it is
now. We were mixing and blend-
ing between songs.

“Five years ago, we became
more focused and upgraded the
show. We made wardrobes more
interesting and flashy and fun
and authentic. The last five years
the show has really evolved into
a full-time (gig).”

The Neverly Brothers don’t
consider themselves an “oldies
cover band” or a tribute act.
Through enthusiastic live per-
formances, they look to trans-
port the audience back in time to
experience the evolution of rock
‘n’ roll from its 1950s American
rockabilly roots to the 1960s
British Invasion. 

Their song sequence and
selection are chronological,
accompanied by narrative histor-
ical footnotes, to illustrate how
the music and energy of the
American rock ‘n’ roll pioneers
set the stage for the young bands
of the British Invasion.

Their set list features renditions
of early hits by Jerry Lee Lewis,
Chuck Berry, Little Richard,
Buddy Holly, the Beatles, the
Rolling Stones, the Dave Clark
Five, the Kinks and many other
artists who shaped rock ‘n’ roll
from 1955 through 1965.

“We play songs with more
modern production, plus our
energy and spirit,” Kevin

Giragosian said. “That’s the dif-
ference between what we do and
what oldies cover bands do.
That’s stale. I’ll label a bunch of
these bands … they sound old,
they look old, like a lounge band.
A lot of bands who fall into the
’50s and ’60s era sound lame.
They are just going through the
motions, but not playing with
emotion. The fact that we have a
concept, how rock evolved from
American roots to British
Invasion … if it’s a tribute, it

would be to
an era, the
one that
c h a n g e d
rock ‘n’
roll.”

As the
group’s vir-
tual tour
d i r e c t o r ,
K e v i n
Giragosian
relishes the
chance to
help fans
connect the
dots as

music evolved and musicians
borrowed from one another.

“I’m the tour guide, the emcee
on the bus,” Kevin Giragosian
said. “I might start off by saying,
‘You just stepped on the retro
sonic tour bus. We’re going to
set it to 1957 and move forward.
Now, we move along to the next
city. We start at Memphis with
Sun Records, who recorded
early Elvis, Johnny Cash and
Carl Perkins. They were the mil-
lion dollar quartet, kind of where
rock started. Now, we leave Sun
Records and head to Lubbock,
Texas, where Buddy Holly was
making history, to St. Louis.
Little Richard was from Macon,
Ga.’”

For the early American set,
the band wears shark skin suits
and western ties for a slick
Memphis rockabilly look. In the
second set, they switch to British
Invasion attire with button-up
jackets and boots like the
Beatles wore on their famous
“Ed Sullivan Show” appearance
in 1964. The boots are dead-on
reproductions made by a compa-
ny in Liverpool, England. 

Even the microphones they
use are vintage.

As the front man, Kevin
Giragosian does lead and back-
ing vocals and plays guitar and
harmonica. He prides himself on
a signature “electrified” acoustic
guitar sound he developed for
the act which he considers an
integral part of their sound.

His brother, Kegham
Giragosian, stands at all times
behind a minimalist drum kit,
consisting of only a bass drum
and a snare drum. He swings his
arms in windmill circles beating
the snare drum with brushes, not
sticks.

The Giragosians were part of
an original power pop band call
the Wombats in the 1990s.
Gigstad, who plays the upright

bass fiddle with a mix of slap-
ping grooves and steady pulses,
toured and performed with a
variety of local acts and national
recording artists before joining
this group. 

“Lead vocals get tossed
around between the three of us,”
Kevin Giragosian said. “The
focus goes from one to the other,
while the others (do backing
vocals). Three voices can make a
powerful instrument, almost a
fourth instrument.”

Performance videos for the
group can be seen at
http://www.theneverlybrothers.c
om.

“It’s our own signature thing,
the originality of it,” Kevin
Giragosian said. “The concept,
the look and the way we com-
bine the classic elements with
who we are today. We’re not try-
ing to be an impersonator. We
don’t talk like the Beatles. We
can be ourselves, which is fun,
and be the tour guides through
history and we’re interpreting
it.”
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Watertown
Park and Rec happenings
Hook, line and sinker —

This fishing program, to be
held at Riverside Park, will
run Monday through Friday
from 8 to 10 a.m. This pro-
gram is designed for ages 4 to
8. The class will cover the
safety and basics of fishing,
including: casting techniques,
fish identification, basic knot
tying, photographing your
catch and investigating the
rules that apply to the sport.
Cost is $50 per child, which
includes a rod, reel, tackle kit,
and T-shirt.

Soccer program — The
department is currently
accepting registration for a fall
soccer program targeting boys
and girls eligible for 4-year-
old kindergarten. Children
must reach age 4 by Sept. 1.
This program will be a combi-
nation of instruction and
scrimmaging and will be held
Saturday mornings beginning
Sept. 10. The cost of the pro-
gram is $16 for city residents
and $24 for noncity residents.

Lifeguard class — Two
sessions of this American Red
Cross class are being offered
in August. Registration is cur-
rently being accepted and all
registration materials includ-
ing prerequisite requirements
are available at the office.
Classes will meet either Aug.
7-18 or Aug. 21-31.
Participants must be 15 by the
completion of this class but 16
to work as a lifeguard in the
state of Wisconsin.

Rock River Day Camp —
This camp, held at Riverside
Park, is open to children ages
6 through 12. There are a few
more spots open for the last
two weeks. Registration is
being accepted at the park and
rec office, 514 S. First St.

Competitive swim camp
— This camp, to be held
Monday through Thursday
from 9 to 10 a.m. at the aquat-
ic center, is open to boys and
girls in  grades six to 12.
Registration materials are at
the department offices. All
swimmers will receive a T-
shirt at the end of camp. This
camp is open to youths who
can swim two lengths of the
pool in good freestyle form.

Discount tickets available
— Reduced price tickets to
area attractions, such as Great
America, the Milwaukee Zoo,
the Packers Hall of Fame and
the Wisconsin Dells, may be
purchased in the office during
business hours.

Armed forces/veterans
day — All active and veteran
service members are invited to

swim at the Watertown
Aquatic Center each Friday in
August at no charge, in appre-
ciation for their service to the
country.

Lil Swimmers — The
department is offering a
minisession of swim lessons
for children ages 4 to 6 on
Mondays and Wednesdays,
Aug. 8-24. Registration is now
being accepted in the park and
recreation office on a first
come, first served basis. Fees,
due at the time of registration,
are $15 for city residents and
$22.50 for noncity residents.

Parent-tot swim lessons —
Lessons for all children 6
months to 4 years old will be
held at the indoor pool on
Tuesdays and Thursdays from
7 to 7:40 p.m. on Aug. 9-25,
except for Aug. 23 due to
WHS swim meet. Registration
is now being accepted at the
department office on a first
come first served basis. Fees
are $15 for city residents and
$22.50 for noncity residents
and are due at the time of reg-
istration.

Lap swim — The aquatic
center will be open for morn-
ing lap swim Monday through
Thursday and Saturday morn-
ings from 10 to 11 am. Fees
are $3 per visit or a season
pass.

Aquatic center — Open
swim hours are Mondays
through Saturdays, 11 a.m. to
7 p.m., and Sundays from 1 to
7 p.m. Admission prices are
$3. 

WAC Fest 2011 — The
Watertown Aquatic Center is
hosting its first ever festival on
Thursday from 11 a.m. to 8
p.m. The event will feature a
pig roast, live music, drawings
for 2012 WAC family season
pass, volleyball tournament,
and other activities for chil-
dren and adults. Serving of
plate lunches will begin at 1
p.m. and continue until the
food is gone.

Bob Logan named out-
standing volunteer — The
department recognizes Bob
Logan as its Volunteer of the
Month for July. Logan has
coached youth soccer and
baseball for the past number of
years as well as coordinating
the youth wrestling program in
conjunction with the high
school team. Thanks goes out
to Logan for his dedication
and continued support.

Senior Citizen Day —
Every Tuesday in August, sen-
iors are invited to the aquatic
center at no cost.

The Neverly Brothers, consisting of drummer Kegham Giragosian (left), gui-
tarist Kevin Giragosian (middle) and bassist Craig Gigstad (right), will per-
form 1950s and 1960s tunes from the Everly Brothers to early Beatles and the
Kinks at Riverfest on Thursday, Aug. 11, from 6 to 8 p.m. 

Neverly Brothers to play Riverfest
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NEW YORK (AP) — A fed-
eral court said Friday that human
genes can be patented, reversing
a lower court’s ruling that
involved a test for breast cancer
but which could have had big
implications for biotechnology
and pharmaceutical companies.

Judge Alan Lourie’s ruling
says the genes can be patented
because the isolated DNA has a
“markedly different chemical
structure” from DNA within the
body. The U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office has been
awarding patents on genes for
almost 30 years.

“The ability to visualize a
DNA molecule through a micro-
scope, or by any other means,
when it is bonded to other genet-
ic material, is worlds apart from
possessing an isolated DNA
molecule that is in hand and
usable,” Lourie wrote for a 2-to-
1 majority. “It is the difference
between knowledge of nature
and reducing a portion of nature
to concrete form, the latter activ-
ity being what the patent laws
seek to encourage and protect.”

The lawsuit concerned two
patents held by Myriad Genetics
Inc. of Salt Lake City. Myriad’s
BRACAnalysis test looks at
gene sequences linked to

increased risk of breast and
ovarian cancer. The American
Civil Liberties Union argued
that genes couldn’t be patented,
and in March 2010, a New York
district court agreed.

“Today’s ruling is a blow to
the idea that patent law cannot
impede the free flow of ideas in
scientific research,” said Chris
Hansen, a staff attorney with the
ACLU Speech, Privacy and
Technology Project.

ACLU Attorney Sandra Park
said the ACLU will consult with
its clients in deciding whether to
appeal or seek another remedy.
The plaintiffs include geneticists
who said they were not able to
continue their work because of
Myriad’s patents, along with
breast cancer and women’s
health groups, patients, and
groups of researchers, patholo-
gists, and laboratory profession-
als.

Myriad was able to continue
selling the BRACAnalysis test
despite the previous ruling from
Judge Robert Sweet of the U.S.
District Court for the Southern
District of New York.

Lourie ruled against Myriad
on five claims, saying the com-
pany cannot patent comparisons
and analysis of DNA sequences.

Human genes can be
patented, court says

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Thirty-six years after Richard
Nixon testified to a grand jury
about the Watergate break-in that
drove him from office, a federal
judge on Friday ordered the
secret transcript made public.

But the 297 pages of testimo-
ny won’t be available immedi-
ately, because the government
gets time to decide whether to
appeal.

The Obama administration
opposed the transcript’s release,
chiefly to protect the privacy of
people discussed during the ex-
president’s testimony who are
still alive. 

Nevertheless, U.S. District
Judge Royce Lamberth agreed
with historians who sued for
release of the documents that the
historical significance out-
weighs arguments for secrecy,
because the investigations are
long over and Nixon has been
dead 17 years. 

Nixon was interviewed
behind closed doors near his
California home for 11 hours
over two days in June 1975, 10
months after resigning the presi-
dency. Two grand jurors were
flown in and the transcript was
read to the rest of the panel sit-
ting back in Washington. 

At the time of his testimony,
Nixon could not be prosecuted
for conduct related to Watergate
because he had been pardoned
by President Gerald Ford. 

Testimony
by Nixon
ruled public
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