
By Diane Graff
of the Daily Times staff
The zany antics and stunts of

a group of musicians will return
to the 25th annual Riverfest cel-
ebration next month.

The Yankee Dutchmen Solar
Powered Precision Marching
Band will be one of the many
roving acts
that will be
found around
R i v e r s i d e
Park during
the 25th cele-
bration of
Riverfest Aug.
11-14.

The band,
f o r m e r l y
based out of
Lebanon and
now Water-
town, started
performing in
the early
1 9 5 0 s ,
according to
Marilyn Eske, the wife of the
late Wilbur Eske, who concocted
the band. “They have been going
a long time,” Marilyn said about
the band that has been perform-
ing for audiences for almost 60
years.

The band is well-known in
this area for its crazy uniforms,
banged up instruments and, of
course, its rendition of “Jingle
Bells” during the Fourth of July
parade.

During the past six decades,
there has always been an Eske in
the group, Marilyn said.

“My husband always had
zany ideas,” Marilyn said. “He
was known for them. He was a
fun person. He was a nice man
and liked to make people laugh.
He was a born entertainer and a
comedian for sure.”

Wilbur, who passed away
Sept. 22, 2007, was a musician
and played in many area bands.
He was affiliated with the
Oconomowoc Legion Band. “He
played trombone and was
always out in front with the
trombone,” she recalled.
Although Marilyn cannot recall
the first time the band per-
formed, she remembered her son
Bob was a baby at the time.

Now Bob heads up the crazy
group and plays the trumpet.

Kory, who is the son of John
Eske, another of her children, is

also a member of the band.
Kory, who is 16, plays bass
drum in the group.

The group’s signature per-
formance is always the city’s
Fourth of July parade. The group
includes about 10 members who
play a variety of instruments that
include trombone, trumpet, sax-

ophone, horn,
drums and tuba.
If needed, some
of the members
will switch
instruments to
fill out the musi-
cal selections.

“They have a
lot of fun and are
a great group of
guys,” Marilyn
said. Despite the
name solar pow-
ered, Marilyn
said the group
will also play on
cloudy days.

Seldom do the
musicians use music as they
have the songs memorized,
Marilyn said. “They do it mostly
by memory.”

Many of the songs, which are
familiar tunes, are repeated
along the parade route. “The
crowd likes things that are famil-
iar,” the mother of the band
leader said. “They are the ones
you have to please.”

Some of the members per-
form twice in one parade,
Marilyn said. Some perform
with a local Legion or municipal
band and then repeat the route as
a Yankee Dutchmen member. 

“A lot of people who know us
say they don’t have to see us,
they can hear us coming,”
Marilyn said. 

But sometimes the members
march backwards. Seldom does
the band march in a straight line,
but members roam the streets
from side to side, playing their
instruments. Occasionally, they
will stop completely and reor-
ganize. “There is a little show
they put on for that,” Marilyn
said. 

“The crowd just loves them,”
Marilyn said. “And they like
what they are doing and are
always smiling. They never
gripe about anything. They are a
happy-go-lucky group.”

“And they are good musi-
cians,” Marilyn added. Many of
them belong to the musicians
local in Watertown, a group her
husband headed up for several
years.

Performing at the park will
not be new for the group as they
usually stop there following the
Fourth of July parade. “It draws
people to the beer stand,”
Marilyn said.

The band is familiar entertain-
ment at many of the area fire-
men’s picnics and carnivals.
They perform within a 25-mile
radius of Watertown and have
repeat performances from year
to year. In fact, the group did
perform at Riverfest in the past.

Between Marilyn and Bob,
the two have the band booked
for most of the summer. “We all
know what Sundays we are com-
mitted to for being on the road,”
Marilyn said. If someone cannot
perform, another member may
be called to fill in. In the past,
the Eske grandchildren have per-
formed with the band.

“We have picked up quite a
few trophies over the years,”
Marilyn said. 

Marilyn tries not to miss a
performance. “I am the No. 1
fan, I think you could say. I have
been going to parades for a long
time.”

Other roving acts that will
appear at the park throughout the
four-day festival include a chalk
artist, buzzing bee, a wise crack-
ing trout and a juggler, fire-eater
and stilt walker.
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ORDER A WHOLE, HALF OR QUARTER FAIR BEEF.
Taking orders for hogs and lambs.

Custom cut to suit your families needs.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Quotations will be received until 10:30 am on 
Thursday, July 28, 2011 by the Director of Parks, Recreation and 
Forestry of the City of Watertown, Wisconsin to remove, furnish 
and install 4 new furnaces in the lower level of the Watertown 
Senior & Community Center. Specifications are available at the 
Park, Recreation and Forestry Department office at 514 South 
First Street, Watertown, Wisconsin 53094, phone 920-262-
8080.
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The Yankee Dutchmen Solar Powered Precision Marching Band will be one of the
many roving acts at Riverside Park during the Riverfest celebration Aug. 11-
14.

Yankee Dutchmen marching
band to roam at Riverfest

During the first day of the
two-day American Red Cross
blood drive being held at Turner
Hall, 119 pints of whole blood
was donated, which included 28
double units.

Monday's goal was to collect
120 pints of blood.

The blood drive continues
today from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Reaching gallon milestones
and multiple gallon donors were:

20 gallons — Bob Webster
13 gallons — Donnell Geib

and Richard Schoemann
11 gallons — Ralph

Wandersee
Six gallons — A.J. Ritschke
Four gallons — Dave

DeCono
Two gallons — Rhonda

Ritschke
One gallon — Melissa Behm,

Roger DeBolt, and William
Krueger

Double donors included
Ronnie Bartels, Herbert Buss,
Steven Halverson, William
Krueger, Michael Meyer,
Beverly Nehls, William Nick,
Chris Pirkel, Edward Schmidt,
Ralph Wandersee, Edward
Wanke, George Webb, Robert
Webster, Anthony Zulli.

Other donors were Wesley
Altwies, William Birsching,
John Block Jr., Debbie Bukatz,
Donald Busher, Darlene Bushie,
Lori Butler, Bryan Bystrzycki,
Therese  Gautsch, Richard
Conley, William Connor, Harris
Creydt, Kris Eckert, Jamie
Ellenbecker, Joseph Evans,

Chris Falkner, Molly Falkner,
Normandy Gaines, Michelle
Gomez, Thomas Good, Ronald
Grunewald, Edwin Hahn, Diane
Hannah, David Hein, Mary
Held, Dale Hella, Pamela Hines,
Jo Hoeft, Judi Hoeppner,
Catherine Ihde, Tina Ihlenfeld,
Jason Jaeger, Barbara Jeffers,
Julie Jones, Harry Kern, Garey
Kirchoff, Edward Koehler,
Timothy Koel.

Richard Kreuziger, Don
Krueger, Victor Krueger, Gerald
Kuehl, Janice Kuehl, Lawrence
Kuehn, Patricia Kuerschner,
Bonnie Langer, James Lichten-
berg, Wendy Lichtenberg, David
McDonald, Charles McGee,
Ruth Mack, Melissa Manke,
Daniel Mertins, Jacob Mertins,
Steve Mihal, Paul Neis, Sara
Nelson, Lauren Park, Greg
Powers, Christopher Richards,
Matthew Richards, Pegg Rich-
ards, Craig Ross, Holly
Rowoldt, Douglas Schilling,
Patti Schilling, Stuart Schramm,
Jeffrey Schueller, Jordon
Schultz, Timothy Schultz,
Yvonne Seibel.

Donald Simonds, Carol
Schloesser, Breanna Schuett, Jay
Schwoch, Barbara Seamandel,
Samantha Sellnow, Therese
Staller, Mary Stark, Alice Tesch,
Irene Vogt, Matt Von Rueden,
Ken Walczak Melissa Walczak,
Arnold Weisensel, Trudi Wese-
mann, Karen Williams, Earl
Wolff, Andrea Wyrwa, Darcy
Zietlow, Bonita Zimdars,
Kirsten Zimdars, Patricia  Zulli,
and Ruth Zwieg.

Blood drive nets 119
pints on first day

MADISON — Senate Major-
ity Leader Scott Fitzgerald, R-
Juneau, announced today that
the state Senate will convene on
Monday, Aug. 1, to concur with
the Assembly’s passage of
Senate Bill 147, the 13-week
extension of unemployment
insurance benefits.

Fitzgerald said, “Even with
last week’s tremendous news on
jobs in Wisconsin, there are still
far too many people out of work.
This extension will give those
hardest hit by the economy some
much-needed help in covering
expenses and keeping their
homes.

“Originally, Republicans pro-
posed this change and put it on
the calendar for last Tuesday. If
the Democrats hadn’t played
their political games, the bill
would have passed both houses
and been sent to the governor
last Wednesday, so to hear them
criticize their own delay is the
height of hypocrisy. 

“While the Democrats contin-
ue to focus their efforts solely on
political gain, Republicans bal-
anced the state budget, turned a
$3 billion deficit into a surplus,
capped property taxes and con-
tinue to focus on Wisconsin’s
top priority: jobs and the econo-
my.”

Senate to meet
on jobless
benefit extension

The Sprite Spark Parks
Project for Schools program is
giving local schools across the
country the opportunity to liven
up areas on their campuses
where students can play, stay fit
and be refreshed all school year
long.

The Sprite Spark Parks
Project is a multiyear commit-
ment to build and restore places
where teens, families and com-
munities can get outside and get
active. Through its work with
teens and parents, Sprite will put
more than $2 million into build-
ing or revamping a minimum of
150 outdoor spaces throughout
the country in 2011. These
spaces include neighborhood
parks, basketball courts, play-
grounds and athletic fields.

Parents and community mem-
bers can give their favorite
school a chance to win one of 25
grants worth $25,000 by enter-
ing My Coke Rewards codes
found on specially marked
Sprite packaging. Codes may be
submitted at www.mycokere-
wards.com/sprite until Sept. 30,
giving people across the U.S. the
opportunity to play a major role
in ensuring their schools have
fun, clean and safe places to play
for years to come. 

“The Sprite Spark Parks
Project for Schools supports
local communities and breathes
new life into the recreation
spaces that are so important to
teens,” Michael Mathews, vice
president, Sparkling Non-Colas,
Coca-Cola North America, said.
“We saw an ongoing need for

outdoor spaces at schools. Sprite
is adding a spark back into
school playgrounds and athletic
fields by building places where
youth can get active and stay
refreshed with their friends.”

During last year’s program,
three schools each won a
$25,000 playground renovation
from Sprite after parents and
community members rallied to
donate points. Another 20
schools were awarded $5,000 to
be used toward athletic equip-
ment for each school.

Sprite kicks off the national
sweepstakes this month by
revamping seven K-12 schools
across America in need of an
outdoor play space with a
$25,000 playground or athletic
field donation.

Accredited K-12 schools
(public and private) located
within the 50 United States and
the District of Columbia are eli-
gible to take part in the My Coke
Rewards for Schools program. A
full list of eligible schools can be
found at
mycokerewards.com/schools.
Schools must be registered in the
program to redeem points for
rewards. Community members
are urged to contact their local
school’s principal or a faculty
staff member if their school is
not registered. Additionally,
members of the community are
encouraged to register for My
Coke Rewards and donate their
points to their local schools to
enable schools to get new equip-
ment without tapping into their
own budgets.

School grants offered by
Sprite Spark Parks Project

JUNEAU — Bob Sell, Dodge
County highway safety coordi-
nator, states everyone has been
there, driving the speed limit,
checking the rearview mirror
and a semi or car seems to want
to attach to the rear bumper.

The basic rule of thumb of
maintaining one car length of
distance for every 10 mph a
vehicle is traveling is a good
guide to follow but when road
and weather conditions are bad
motorists need to maintain an
even greater distance. Sell stated
it requires a greater distance for
a big semi to stop than it does for
a car and drivers who follow
large vehicles too closely also
find it is impossible to get a
good view of the road ahead.

Tailgaters leave very little
reaction time to take evasive
action if the vehicle in front of
them suddenly slows to avoid an
object in the roadway. 

Following too closely, or tail-
gating, is frequently cited on
accident reports as a possible
contributing circumstance in
motor vehicle crashes. Sell said
tailgating is dangerous and a
driver can be cited for following
too closely.

Keep proper
distance
between cars

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) —
Voters will get the chance to
decide whether Ohio will opt out
of the national health care over-
haul after the state’s top election
official said today that oppo-
nents of the federal Affordable
Care Act have enough signatures
to put a constitutional amend-
ment on the Nov. 8 ballot.

Secretary of State John
Husted determined that support-
ers of an amendment that would
prohibit Ohio from participating
in the program had gathered
427,000 valid signatures. They

had submitted more than
546,000 and needed roughly
358,000 of them validated to
make it on to the ballot.

The amendment will find
itself on the ballot alongside a
measure to repeal a contentious
new collective bargaining law.

A coalition of tea party organ-
izations, small government
advocates and religious groups
gathered the signatures to get the
health care measure on the ballot
and now plan to mount a
statewide campaign in support
of the amendment.

Ohio health care
issue set for ballot
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